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Cover	Sheet	task	2:	Sexual	orientation	in	Ireland	and	media	use	
Learning	aims:	

- Be	able	to	collect	newspaper	articles	on	the	internet	and	do	research	on	an	issue.	
- The	students	are	able	to	list	criteria	to	judge	whether	or	not	a	source	is	reliable.		
- Be	able	to	inform	others	about	issues	that	the	queer	community	faces	in	Ireland	

today.		
- Be	able	to	do	a	presentation	about	a	current	social	issue.		

Description	of	the	task:		
In	the	beginning	of	the	class,	the	teacher	presents	two	newspaper	articles,	preferably	from	
two	mediums	 the	 students	 likely	have	knowledge	of	 (e.g.	20	Minuten	and	NZZ).	 In	a	 class	
discussion	about	the	reliability	of	these	sources,	the	teacher,	together	with	the	class,	should	
work	 out	 a	 checklist	 of	 criteria	 that	 the	 students	 can	 use	when	 doing	 research	 to	 decide	
whether	or	not	a	source	is	reliable	(see	sources	for	orientation	in	“Secondary	sources”).		
	 In	a	next	step,	 the	students	will	 inform	themselves	 in	groups	of	two	to	four	people	
(depending	on	 class	 size)	 about	 problems	 that	 the	queer	 community	 faces	 in	 Ireland.	 The	
teacher	is	free	to	decide	whether	the	students	should	focus	on	the	Republic	of	Ireland	or	could	
also	 include	Northern	 Ireland,	 but	 it	 is	 important	 that	 this	 is	 clearly	 communicated	 in	 the	
beginning	of	the	task.	

As	the	students	already	know	about	the	problems	Roger	Casement	had	to	face	due	to	
his	 (alleged)	 homosexuality,	 the	 focus	 will	 be	 on	 Ireland	 and	 the	 problems	 the	 queer	
community	still	 faces	there	today,	to	also	show	the	differences	between	Casement’s	times	
and	today’s	society.	To	investigate	this,	students	will,	in	groups	of	two	to	four	people,	create	
a	handout	and/or	a	presentation.	The	teacher	can	decide	if	the	task	should	be	to	just	hand	in	
a	handout	or	if	also	a	presentation	of	five	to	fifteen	minutes	(depending	on	class	and	group	
size)	 should	 be	 held	 by	 the	 group.	 Handouts	 and/or	 presentations	 include	 some	 general	
information	and	explanation	on	the	problem	that	the	queer	community	faces	in	Ireland	of	the	
topic	the	group	chose.	Also,	they	should	present	the	sources	they	used	for	their	information	
and	 indicate	why	 they	 thought	 their	 sources	were	 reliable.	 This	 can	be	done	by	using	 the	
checklist	created	in	class.		

Additionally,	the	teacher	can	decide	to	include	in	the	task	that	the	students	should	also	
give	 an	 example	 of	 a	 source	 that	 they	 identified	 as	 unreliable	 and	 give	 reasons	 for	 their	
decision.			

It	is	the	decision	of	the	teacher	whether	the	research	should	be	a	homework	task	or	if	
the	students	are	given	time	during	the	lessons.								
Prerequisites:	

- The	core	task	should	preferably	be	done	first,	due	to	the	fact	that	it	introduces	the	
topic	of	homosexuality	and	gives	information	about	Roger	Casement.	

Required	material:		
- Devices	to	do	the	research	on.		

Main	type	of	student	activity:		
- Language	production	

Key	skills	involved:	
- Speaking	
- Writing		
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