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Talking Points

ØWhat is English Studies?

ØThe English Department

ØThe Structure of the Study Program

ØStudy Abroad

ØCareer Opportunities
ØQ & A
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What is English Studies?

2/3 September 2026Bachelor Information Days 2026 3

Linguistics
Ø Language Structure
Ø Language Use
Ø Historical Linguistics
Ø Sociolinguistics
Ø World Englishes
Ø Corpus Linguistics
Ø Medieval Literature

Literature
Ø Literary Theory

Ø From the Renaissance to the Present

Ø American Studies

Ø Postcolonial Literatures 

Ø Cultural Studies

Ø Film and Adaptation

Ø Multimedial Text Analysis

Language Skills and Culture
Ø Academic Writing Skills 

Ø Cultural Studies
Ø Media Studies

Everything is taught in English
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Building PLH, Plattenstrasse 47, 8032 Zürich Building PET, Pestaolozzistrasse 50, 8032 Zürich
The English Department
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Location English Department
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Distance from UZH 
Main Building: 
c. 5–10 min

KOL
PLH/
PET
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English Department Staff
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Ø Home to about 65’000 books

Ø 1’100 new items every year, including:

Ø books

Ø periodicals

Ø films

Ø electronic media

Ø Research data bases

Ø 40 study spaces

Ø Provides support for research queries

University Library: UB Anglistik



Universität Zürich 2/3 September 2026Bachelor Information Days 2026 8

Fachverein Anglistik (FAVA)

The Student Groups at the English Department

Blueprint Masquerades 
(drama group)

www.favauzh.ch blueprintmasquerades.com

http://www.favauzh.ch/
https://blueprintmasquerades.com/
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Bachelor and Master Programs
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Bachelor of Arts (B.A.)
Total of 180 credit points
6 semesters full-time study

Master of Arts (M.A.)
An additional 120 credit points
A further 4 semesters full-time study

ØIt is possible to study part-time. It will 

simply take longer to attain your 
degree.

ØNot finishing within the standard 
period of study for whatever reason is 
not a problem. 

ØAt the Faculty of Arts and Social 
Sciences, there is no limit to how long 
you can study.  
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Bachelor (180 ECTS): Subject 
Distribution
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Major Minor

+b)
Major Minor

120 ECTS

60 ECTS

+a) English 
Literature 

and 
Linguistics

120 ECTS

60 ECTS

English 
Literature 

and 
Linguistics
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Bachelor Major (120 ECTS)

Philosophische Fakultät

English Literature and Linguistics 
Bachelor Major 120 ECTS Credits
Sample Curriculum

The sample curriculum shows one of several ways in which you can plan your studies. It represents a full-time study load of 6 semesters. In the Major/Minor combination (180 
ECTS credits in total), you will earn approximately 30 ECTS credits per semester. It is also possible to earn a lower amount of ECTS credits per semester. In this case, the duration of 
your studies will be extended accordingly.
The Major in English Literature should only be started in the Fall semester.

Fall Semester Spring Semester Fall Semester Spring Semester Fall Semester Spring Semester

Mobility Window Mobility Window Mobility Window

C: Compulsory Module – CE: Core Elective Module – E: Elective Module – Number: ECTS Credits

Module Group: Introduction to English Literature 
and Linguistics

English Literature: Textual Analysis (C 9)

Introduction to English Linguistics (C 9)

Language Skills and Culture: Introduction (C 12)

Module Group: English Literature
Module Group: English Linguistics
Module Group: Language Skills and Culture

Bachelor Thesis (C 15)

18 ECTS Credits from any module group in the program

Module Group: English Literature

Literature in Context: History and Theory (C 6)

Free choice of modules (CE 18)

Module Group: English Linguistics

History of the English 
Language 1: Focus on 
Old English (C 6)

History of the English 
Language 2: Focus on 
Middle English (C 6)

Free choice of modules (CE 12)

Module Group: Langua-
ge Skills and Culture

Writing Skills and 
Media Analysis (C 6)

Free choice of 
module from any of 
these three module 
groups (CE or E 3)

valid from 1 February 2025 2/3 September 2026Bachelor Information Days 2026 11
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https://www.phil.uzh.ch/de/studium/dokumente/bachelor.html
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Bachelor Minor (60 ECTS)

Philosophische FakultätPhilosophische Fakultät

English Literature and Linguistics 
Bachelor Minor 60 ECTS Credits
Sample Curriculum

The sample curriculum shows one of several ways in which you can plan your studies. It represents a full-time study load of 6 semesters. In the Major/Minor combination (180 
ECTS credits in total), you will earn approximately 30 ECTS credits per semester. It is also possible to earn a lower amount of ECTS credits per semester. In this case, the duration of 
your studies will be extended accordingly.
The Minor in English Literature should only be started in the Fall semester.

Fall Semester Spring Semester Fall Semester Spring Semester Fall Semester Spring Semester

Mobility Window Mobility Window Mobility Window

C: Compulsory Module – CE: Core Elective Module – E: Elective Module – Number: ECTS Credits

Module Group: English Literature
Module Group: English Linguistics
Module Group: Language Skills and Culture

Module Group: Introduction to English Literature 
and Linguistics

English Literature: Textual Analysis (C 9)

Introduction to English Linguistics (C 9)

Language Skills and Culture: Introduction (C 12)

Module Group: English Literature

Literature in Context: History and Theory (C 6) Free choice of module (CE 6)

Module Group: English Linguistics

History of the English 
Language 1: Focus on 
Old English (C 6)

History of the English 
Language 2: Focus on 
Middle English (C 6)

Module Group: Langua-
ge Skills and Culture

Writing Skills and 
Media Analysis (C 6)

valid from 1 February 2025
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Mustercurriculum: 
https://www.phil.uzh.ch/de/studium/dokumente/bachelor.html#englischesprachundliteraturwissenschaft

https://www.phil.uzh.ch/de/studium/dokumente/bachelor.html
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Lectures
Ø Provide overview over a topic

Ø An instructor presents the content

Ø Large groups

Ø Usually has an exam at the end

Different Types of Courses
Seminars
Ø Focus on in individual texts (within a specific topic)

Ø Discussion based

Ø Small groups

Ø Students write a paper
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https://unsplash.com/de/@domlafou?utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=unsplash
https://unsplash.com/de/@domlafou?utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=unsplash
https://unsplash.com/de/fotos/menschen-die-auf-einem-stuhl-vor-dem-computer-sitzen-YRMWVcdyhmI?utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=unsplash
https://unsplash.com/de/@mimithian?utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=unsplash
https://unsplash.com/de/fotos/vier-personen-die-auf-weissem-macbook-auf-einem-tisch-mit-glasplatte-zuschauen-vdXMSiX-n6M?utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=unsplash
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Linguistics

ØWhen Structures Break: 
Disruption and Creativity in 
Language

ØPsycholinguistics

ØLanguage and Society

Courses Offered at the English Department in Fall 2026
Literature

ØOn Humor: From Classic Comedy 
to Camp

ØThe Long Civil War in US 
Literature and Culture

ØNarrating Place: The Spatial 
Imaginaries of Literature

Language Skills and Culture

ØBritish Millenium Cinema
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Ø Students have the chance to study abroad for one or two 
semesters during their Bachelor and/or Master studies.

Ø At BA level, students must have completed all three introductory 
modules before they can go abroad.

Ø The English Department offers some places that are reserved for 
students of English.

Ø The UZH Global Student Experience offers additional study 
abroad places for all students.

Ø There are other options for a stay abroad.

Ø More information can be found on the English Department 
website: https://www.es.uzh.ch/en/studies/stay-abroad.html

Study Abroad Places offered by the English Department

Country University
Austria Universität Wien

Canada Mount Saint Vincent University, 
Halifax

Finland
University of Helsinki

Tampere University

Germany Friedrich-Schiller-Universität Jena

Ireland Trinity College Dublin*

Romania Babeș-Bolyai University, Cluj-
Napoca

Spain Universitat Autónoma de 
Barcelona

UK

University of Aberdeen

University of Lancaster

Plymouth University*

University of Sheffield

University of Warwick, Coventry

Queen Mary University of London

https://www.es.uzh.ch/en/studies/stay-abroad.html
https://www.es.uzh.ch/en/studies/stay-abroad.html
https://www.es.uzh.ch/en/studies/stay-abroad.html
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Career Opportunities

Journalism
Photo: Freddy Kearney, Unsplash
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Consulting
Photo: Austin Distel, Unsplash

Teaching
Photo: Kenny Eliason, Unsplash

Academia 
Photo: Ursula Meisser, Bilderdatenbank UZH

Culture
Photo: Kyle Head, Unsplash

Diplomacy
Photo: Meizhi Lang, Unsplash

Administration
Photo: Marvin Meyer, Unsplash

and much more!

https://unsplash.com/de/@fredasem?utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=unsplash
https://unsplash.com/de/fotos/mann-im-schwarzen-anzug-steht-vor-mann-im-schwarzen-anzug-56XYfmP-NGs?utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=unsplash
https://unsplash.com/de/@austindistel?utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=unsplash
https://unsplash.com/de/fotos/zwei-manner-im-anzug-sitzen-auf-dem-sofa-jpHw8ndwJ_Q?utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=unsplash
https://unsplash.com/de/@neonbrand?utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=unsplash
https://unsplash.com/de/fotos/mann-und-frau-sitzen-auf-stuhlen-zFSo6bnZJTw?utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=unsplash
https://unsplash.com/de/@kyleunderscorehead?utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=unsplash
https://unsplash.com/de/@kyleunderscorehead?utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=unsplash
https://unsplash.com/de/fotos/silhouette-von-drei-darstellern-auf-der-buhne-p6rNTdAPbuk?utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=unsplash
https://unsplash.com/de/@meizhilang?utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=unsplash
https://unsplash.com/de/fotos/eine-lange-reihe-von-fahnen-vor-einem-gebaude-PoZzH23r1oo?utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=unsplash
https://unsplash.com/de/@marvelous?utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=unsplash
https://unsplash.com/de/fotos/leute-die-sich-mit-verschiedenen-laptops-in-die-nahe-eines-tisches-setzen-SYTO3xs06fU?utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=unsplash


Universität Zürich

Minimum Requirements to become a teacher at Maturitätsschulen

Ø A BA degree

Ø An MA degree in English studies or related (details depend on whether English is to be 
your only/first or second teaching subject)

Ø The Teaching Diploma (Lehrdiplom für Maturitätsschulen), which is an additional 
degree.

Ø Can be pursued during or after one’s MA studies

Ø A stay abroad of at least six months (can be in two parts)

Ø Language exam in the form of the Language Skills for Teachers module

2/3 September 2026Bachelor Information Days 2026 17



Universität Zürich

Useful Services

Ø Psychological Counseling Services: www.pbs.uzh.ch/en.html

Ø Disability Office: www.disabilityoffice.uzh.ch/en.html

Ø Student Financial Aid Office: www.studienfinanzierung.uzh.ch/en.html

Ø Akademischer Sportverein: www.asvz.ch

Ø General Student Advisory Services: http://www.studienberatung.uzh.ch/en.html
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http://www.pbs.uzh.ch/en.html
http://www.disabilityoffice.uzh.ch/en.html
http://www.studienfinanzierung.uzh.ch/en.html
http://www.asvz.ch
http://www.studienberatung.uzh.ch/en.html
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More information can be found on the 
English Department website:  at 

www.es.uzh.ch/en/studies.

2/3 September 2026Bachelor Information Days 2026 19

Who to Ask if you Have Questions 
About Studying English

E-Mail: englishstudies@es.uzh.ch
Study Advisor: Dr. Olivia Tjon-A-Meeuw

http://www.es.uzh.ch/en/studies
mailto:englishstudies@es.uzh.ch
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Follow us on Social Media
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Instagram
@uzh.es

LinkedIn
UZH English Department
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Additional Talks

What is English Literature at University? 
A Sample Lecture

When: 11:15-12:00
Where: KOL-F-150 (this room)
Who: Prof. Dr. Michael Frank
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What is English Linguistics at University? 
A Sample Lecture

When: 14:45-15:30
Where: KOL-F-117
Who: Prof. Dr. Olga Timofeeva
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Questions?


