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Definitions1 
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shrubbery (n.): a planting or growth of shrubs (a low woody plant) 
insurgent (n.): a person who revolts against an established government 
Sinn Feiner (n.): a person who is part of a movement based on the doctrines of 

Sinn Fein (a national Irish society founded about 1905)  
to seize (v.): to possess or take by force 
 
Page 39 
derelict (adj.): abandoned, run-down 
untenanted (adj.): not leased to or occupied from a tenant (someone who rents or 

leases a house, apartment, etc., from a landlord) 
marvelous (adj.): of the highest quality, causing wonder 
flock (n.): a group of animals assembled together  
kin (n.): something or someone that is related   
to intersperse (v.): to put something at different places among other things 
desperado (n.): a violent criminal who is not afraid of getting hurt or being caught  
looking the worse for age (idiom): being in a worse condition after doing or 

experiencing something  
frail (adj.): easily broken or destroyed  
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rerun (n.): an event that happens again  
to jot down (v.): to write briefly or hurriedly  
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to flog (v.): to beat or whip someone severely   
infernal cheek: probably from infernally cheeky 
infernally (adj./adv., old-fashioned): very bad or unpleasant 
cheeky (adj.): rude and showing a lack of respect often in a way that seems 

playful or amusing 

 
1 All definitions have been taken and/or adapted from the Merriam-Webster Dictionary (Merriam-Webster, 2021, www.merriam-webster.com) or the Merriam-Webster Learner’s 
Dictionary (Merriam-Webster, 2021, www.learnersdictionary.com).  

magnificent (adj.): very beautiful or impressive  
to expand (v.): to increase in size, range, or amount 
elaborate (adj.): made or done with great care or with much detail 
specimen (n.): something (such as an animal or plant) collected as an example of a 

particular kind of thing 
gamboge (n.): an orange to brown gum resin from southeast Asian trees 
sulphur (n.): a yellow chemical element that has a strong, unpleasant odor 
unavoidable (adj.): not able to be prevented or avoided  
ailment (n.): a sickness or illness  
relentlessly (adv.): continuing without becoming weaker or less severe   
inflicter (n.): a person who causes others to experience something unpleasant 
to sift (v.): to go through something very carefully in order to find something 

useful or valuable 
to harvest (v.): to gather a crop (a plant that is grown by farmers) 
to surpass (v.): to be better or greater than someone or something  
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perennial (adj.): existing or continuing in the same way for a long time 
affirmative (adj.): saying or showing that the answer is “yes” rather than “no” 
interminable (adj.): having or seeming to have no end, continuing for a very long 

time 
reprieve (n.): a period of relief from pain or trouble 
dissident (n.): someone who strongly and publicly disagrees with and criticizes 

the government 
to damn (v.): to say or think bad things about someone or something, to strongly 

criticize someone or something 
irreducibility (n.): the quality of something not able to be made smaller or simpler 
to recall (n.): to remember something from the past  
to drench (v.): to make someone or something completely wet  


